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Some Unpublished Inscriptions from Mithila 


– Jalaj Kumar Tiwari* 
| - S. Krishnamurthy ** 
Mithila region occupied an important position in the socio-religious 
history of India through the ages. Nourished as it was by trade routes this 
land saw varied influences across the time. Traditionally Mithila region is 
surrounded by river Gandaka in the west, in south by great river Ganga, in 
. east by river Kosi and in north by the mountain of great Himalayan range. 
Both Gautam Buddha and Mahavira are said to have spent some time in 
Mithila. The ancient Mithila covered in it present divisions of Purnea, 
Kosi, northern part of Munger and Bhagalpur, Darbhanga and Tirhut of 
Bihar and Terai area of Nepal. A fairly good number of inscribed materials 
in the form of stone sculptures, pillars, seals, sealings are found in the 
region. During the course of exploration various inscriptions has been found, 
among them some were still un-noticed and not properly studied.An attempt 

is made here to discuss these inscriptions and its details are given below. 


di Inscription on pillar, Pakauli, District Vaishali: 


The village Pakauli in Gram Panchayat Rajasan, block Biddupur is 
situated 10 km south east of Hajipur on the old northern bank of river 
Gandak.The inscription is engraved on a sandstone pillar, octagonal in 
section kept in a small temple in the premises of Baba Siddhadham at the 
village. (P1.12.1-2).The pillar is 178 cm high and the maximum thickness 
atthe top is 27 cm Tt slightly tapers with the lower facet of octagonal shaft 
; Measuring 14 cm and its upper facet 12.5 cm in width.Its lower part bears 

carving of a female(Yakshi) figure measuring 90cm x 20cm x 12cm with 7 
j em high pedestal which is decorated with railing pattern. The inscription 
tahmi script of 1“ century AD is found along the two continuous facets 

* Pillar in two lines,which may be read as under: 


Line-1 ча. fira, art... (Ghava...mitra...putradatte...) 

Line-2 „Зи. (... Abhiramaya...) at 
T A деу in the year 1918-19 at the 
‚ Village he pillar was first referred by H.Pandey iption of it. According to 


ajasan.! He has given only cursory descri 
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s three inscriptions, of TOR the earliest dateq 
BC has the legend abhirama (a lady): Бо second inscri k 
peona UAE century AD, but he does not give its reading. The thir 
cnc: ld not be deciphered.‘ Actually this pillar is kept t Pa x 
rte Ha at Gram Panchayat. Unfortunately no Serious абет я 
village un r 2 scholars after Н. Pandey.It 1s only one inscription write, 
has been made by he first century AD, and unfortunately a i 


lines belonging to t А munately as the 
wiles painted at present, all the letters are not visible and its entire content 


remains unknown. nae 
2. Inscription on Buddha image, Korthu, District Darbhanga; 


The village Korthu is situated 12 km south-west from block head 
quarter Ghanshyampur and 45 km south-east from district headquarter 
Darbhanga. A colossal and magnificent inscribed image of Buddha (size 
89cm x 45cm x 9 cm) is noticed in the premises of Bhagvati temple in the 
village. It is carved in black stone and is in excellent state of preservation 
(РІ. 12.3-4). Buddha is standing in samapadasthanaka pose on a lotus 
placed on saptaratha pedestal. His head and both hands are broken from 
the elbows.The diaphanous robe closely covers but reveals the well modeled 
body of the Buddha from the shoulders to the feet. Representations of 
Padmapani Avalokitesvara and Maitreya appear to his right and left 
respectively, both are standing in tribhanga on lotus pedestals. Maitreya is 
showing abhaya mudra by his right hand placed against the chest and 
holding a nagakesara flower by the stalk in his left hand.Avalokitesvara is 
holding a long stalk of lotus by his left hand while right hand displays the 
varada pose. Both are decked with jatamukuta and as usual ornaments.The 
back slab is richly carved with such motifs as the gaja simha, throne lintel 
terminating with yawning makara heads, kinnara musicians, flying 
vidyadharas bearing garland, stupas and floral scrolls.Upper part of the 
pointed backslab also showing a chhatra with fluttering ribbons above the 
head of Buddha. An inscription in one line in Sanskrit language and Nagari 


(Tirahuta) characters of about 10“ century AD is inscribed on the central 
portion of its pedestal. The inscription reads as : 


чај MA aea sf кча) 


chedi vamsiya kàyastha nada éri dehadala[sya] 


him the pillar contain 


It seems to record that the і А of 
: Image was the gift of Dehadala,leader 
Kayastha community hailing from Chedi ы. 


YA 
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This inscription is very important and it serves as an evidence to 
m the cultural contact between Mithila region and Chedi region (a part 
y Madhya Pradesh).It also proves the influence of Kalachuri on north 
sia Kalachuri of Tripuri also known as Kalachuri of Chedi, who ruled a 
of central India during early medieval period are contemporary to 
pala dynasty. Their core kingdom included the historical Chedi region and 
heir capital located at Tripuri. Sarnath was also included in their kingdom 
frsome time.” It also proves that few person of kayastha community had 
heir faith in Buddhism. In the inscription donor describe himself as Chedi 
yamshiya which does not seems unusual. Like the members of other castes, 
the kayasthas were also often known after their native place." Kalachuri 
| king Ката led two expeditions, one against Pala king Nayapala and the 
other against the latter son Vigrahapala III." He concluded a treaty with the 
Palas by giving his daughter Yauvanshri in marriage to Vigrahapala III. 
Another Kalachuri king Yashakarna led aggressive campaign against 
Champaranya? (modern Champaran region of north Bihar). A terracotta 
sealing with the legend of “chedi” in character of 12" century AD was also 
found at Antichak (district Bhagalpur).? Thus the inscribed image from 
Korthu also serve a link between Chedi and Bihar region. 


3. Inscription on Brahma image, Bhachchhi, District Darbhanga: 


One notable inscribed image of Brahma(size 42cm x 20cm x 5cm) 
been kept in a modern Siva temple in the village Bhachchhi, district 
hanga (Р1.12.5-6). This village is situated in block Baheri, 25 km south- 

“st from Darbhanga. In the sculpture Brahma is shown as four armed, 
j Ра headed, potbellied, bearded, seated in /alitasana pose on a cushion. 
j Ni : decked with armlets, kada and anklets. The hamsa, the vehicle of 
| also d за 5 shown seated just below the right leg of the god and a devotee is 
| мар edm anjalimudra and seated at the left en E di pen * 
| ruka in upper right and rosary in lower right пап 
d i and neh hee lower ea hand. The hair of Brahma has been 
we Ш jatamukuta and he is bedecked with armlets, anklets, sangon 
AD, h "opavita. It is made of black basalt and assignable to 10th-11 cen. 
T" ne line inscription in Sanskrit language and Nagari (Tirahuta) 
“TS is also noticed at lower part of pedestal, which reads as below. 
к Ж Ate. aft wawa (Sri Sri...tisa...Sri jagaddharasya) 
ha it "m the preserved i f the inscription, it can be presumed 
‚Ир portion o 


‚ Praises th letter n is used in the 
e shina t-dhara (the letter 
"hi i peus а 14. Other details аге lost. 


Instead of r) i.e. sustainer of the wor 
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4. Inscription on Vishnu image Pipraulia, District Darbhanga. 

; NT ; in Hayaghat block in Darbhanga dis. (i 
ipraulia is a small village ш Hayag: ga disti, 

It is seeped Skin towards south from district head quarter Darbhanga ve ) 

interesting inscribed Vishnu image with other ancient stone sculptures а i 


in a modern Siva temple is found.In AE d та Tour Ал Уз, 
is standing in samapadasthanaka pose, 19 Б И dion EUR Hghthang * 
and lower right hand showing var ada pose, Whe oed eft hand holding 7 
chakra and conch in lower left, and behind the pama full blown lotus i 
depicted.He is decked with kirita mukuta yajnopavita,long vanamala and 
other usual ornaments.Lakshmi with a flywhisk in right hand andalotusin ; 
the other stands in tribhanga pose is depicts to the proper right of the main 
deity. Goddess Sarasvati is depicted to the left of the deity, holding a ving 
by her both hands. Both are standing in a decorated cushion.Pancharathg 
pedestal is carved with the kneeling devotees (Pl. 12.7-8). 

On the pedestal an inscription in two lines written in Sanskrit 
language and Nagari (Tirahuta) character of about10" century AD. is found, 


which reads as under: 


Line-1 nema geara (Bhatayanya duhit[rl]aya) 
Line-2 wareh wit (at) mfandi (Sasadhi jo (yo) dharmakirti) 


It records that the image (on which the inscription is engraved) is- 
donated by Sasadhi, daughter of Bhatayan for obtaining religious merit. 


5. Inscription on a stone block, Kandaha, District Saharsa: 


Kandaha is a small village situated about 12 km west of district 
head quarter Saharsa. It is famous for Sun temple which is situated on a 
mound in the village. The antiquity of the site was first noticed in 1934 by 
K.P. Jayaswal. It is believed that an ancient temple of the Sun god exists 
here which had under gone certain repairs in latter times; but the door 
frame of the original temple still survives in situ along with the enshrined 
image. Two vertical bars of door frame bears a Sanskrit inscription" which 
informs that the temple was erected by a Brahmin named Vamsadhara 
under orders ofthe king Narasimhadeva of the Kamesvara lineage (Oinaw*" 
dynasty) of Mithila. It is dated in the Saka era 1357 (1435 AD). Vario 
architectural and sculptural fragments recovered from mound and nearby 
pond are kept in the premises of temple .A short epigraph in mithilaksha" 


character of 15® century AD bloc 
j e 
(P1.12.9). It máy teadias was noticed by the author on a ston 
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frat (expressed in symbol) u(z)ufz Ui 
(Siddham рга[}һа] padi ra[ja]à) 
Most probably it was the name of mason. 


ç. Inscription on Buddha image, Chechar, District Vaishali: 


| The village Chechar is situated 20 km south-east to the district 
ЊЕ head quarter Vaishali in block Biddupur on Mahanar road.An inscribed 
| Buddha image (115cmx64 cm) has been noticed in a modern temple 
| complex situated at the bank of Ganga (P1.12. 10). The Buddha is represented 
sitting in the bhumisparsha pose on a double lotus pedestal. He wears the 
| canonical robe which leaves the right shoulder and arm bare. The elongated 
w| earlobes bear slit marks, the face is oval and half closed eyes are suggestive 
of the contemplative mood. Short curls of hair closely cover the head and 
ushnisha. Apex of the back slab is oval and decorated with bodhi tree. The 
head of Buddha is encircled by an oval halo which is flanked by miniature 
stupa. The halo of the image contains the Buddhist creed engraved in a 
single line in Sanskrit language and Nagari (Tirahuta) characters of 9“ 
century A.D., which read as under: 

4 чї dg waa eg dui aa graed я at Pte vd ата нетяич: 
(Ye dharma hetu prabhava hetu tesam tathagato hyavadattesam ca yo 
nirodha evam yadi mahasramanah). 

The doctrine can be translated as following: Tathagata(i.e. Buddha) 
bas revealed the cause of those phenomena which spring from a cause and 
ilso (the means of) their cessation. So says the Great Monk. 

"Inscription on Tara image, Dabhaihha, District Vaishali: 

and The village Dabhaichha is located 35 km north-east from Hazipur 

X I8km east from Mahua town on Hazipur- Samastipur road. The village 

j эк 0 an image of Tara (size 70cmx3 Остх8ст) kept in a CSTE 

us 15 made of black basalt and is a notable art AA am n 

| Chec (112.11) bears an inscription containing Bu x Ms sus 
at specimen) engraved on the upper part of back sia 


Sansk н 
Ap ч language and Nagari (Tirahuta) characters of about 10" century 


8. l i . . . 1 
"scription on Tara image, Jagatpur Вагиап, District Supaul: 


From the v; aruari!! located in block Supaul in district 
Ша ж kahi 8cm) made of basalt 15 


бшдь. image of Tara (size 71cmx38cmx 
nd епу itis displayed in Saharasa museum (acc.no. 11304).Tara is 
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12) represented in standing pose on a lotus pedestal ang,, J} 
Pr us left hand while right hand displays varada pots, Dd y 
accompanied by Asokanta on her left and Ekjata on her right. A stupa Is у 
also depicted оп right upper side of back slab. This form of Goddess 7 = ја 
is known аз Khadiravani Tara. This sculpture also bears Buddhist сү ara j 
(same as Chechar specimen) on periphery of back slab engraved in Sanski if 
language and Nagari (Tirahuta) characters of about 10" century AD. | 


9. Inscription on Manasa image, Bhairava Sthan, Muzaffarpur, 


This inscribed sculpture of Goddess Manasa, (PI. 12.13) made of ^ 
black basalt found from Bhairava Sthan,Muzaffarpur and displayed in Rama. 
Chandra Shahi Museum ,Muzaffarpur.In this specimen two armed Goddess 
is seated in lalitasana on a decorated cushion. She is decked with bejeweled ѓ 
diadem, necklace and other ornaments and decorated clothes, Over the” 
head of Goddess a raised snake hood is shown. An oval shaped tilakappears " 
on her forehead. She is holding a lotus bud or fruit in right hand with 7 
displaying varada mudra and a snake in her raised left hand. The pendant | 
left foot of the goddess is resting on her vahana hamsa.Below the cushion 
a snake is shown with raised hood. On the right side of snake full blown 4 
lotus with stalk and a devotee with folded hands is shown.At the base of 1 
pedestal seven devotees in anjali mudra are also depicted. On the left side 
of goddess a seated male figure with folded hands is depicted. At upper. - 
right side of back slab a small two line inscription is found, which maybe - 

read as under: 
Line-1 .. aeraré (tathacarya) 
Line-2 ца f&arex (Suta dibakara) 
It seems that the image was the gift of Dibakar, son of Tathacharya 


Inscription is in Sanskrit language and Gaudiya (Tirahuta) character of 
15* century AD. 


10. Three ancient Inscriptions on Asokan pillar, Kolhua, Muzaffarpur: 
Asokan pillar at Kolhua is situated 65 km North-West of Patna in 
Muzaffarpur district. It is also called by Bakhra Pillar or Basarh Pillar by 
older scholars. The pillar is 11.08 m height from the present ground level. 
It is surmounted.by lion capital with a square abacus.The whole surface of 
pillar is disfigured up to a height of т with numerous rude scribbling by 
modem visitors most of which are either in English or in Devanagar! bui 
none apparently more than two or three hundred years old. It also bear j 
few letters of shell characters which have not been deciphered so fat, d 
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pave they been dated with certainty. Three ancient single line inscriptions 
noticed by authors. Surprisingly these were not noticed as ancient epigraphs 
py earlier scholars. Most of scholars like M.H. Kuraishi?and В.Р.Ѕіпһа" 
eto.have the view that this pillar has not any ancient inscription. The first 
inscription (Pl. 12.14) is read as ў чо ж [] (Sri rana stam[bha]) in 
sanskrit language and early Nagari characters of about 7“ century AD. 

The second inscription (Pl. 12.15) much worn out,three or four letters 
inthe beginning is not identifiable .The remaining part of inscription reads 
фт... (Sri rana), probably it also gives the name sh чот wila), (Sri rana 
stam[bha]), in early Nagari characters of 7 century AD. 

The third inscription (Pl. 12.16) crudely engraved in Sanskrit 
language and Brahmi characters of about 5* century AD.The third letter 
appears like ftr, dhi but it the bulged part of a(dha) should come to the left 
inthe writing of fifth century AD,but it is to the right like in the character 
of Mauryan period.If such form of writing (dha) in fifth century AD can 
be taken as a exceptional case,then it can be read as : fì (R.M. (ya ni 
[dhi] vi). 

According to Sanskrit English dictionary" nidhi is a place where 
anything is laid or deposited, a receptacle, a treasury, a granary, a nest 
etc.On the basis of context it may be interpreted as referring to receptacle, 
ie. relic casket buried in the stupa? Inscription seems to be incomplete, 
only the word nidhi gives meaning. Interestingly, during the excavation of 
stupa, doubled walled square relic chamber was found in damaged 
Condition, 15 


, Thus above mentioned inscriptions have great archaeological and 
Pigraphically importance and throw the light of socio-religious aspect of 
© Mithila region. 


* DR p atil, 1963, The Antiquarian Remains in Bihar, Kashi Prasad Jayaswal 


“search Institute, Patna, p.430. ү 
B.P. Sinha, : 2000, Directory of Bihar Archaeology, Bihar Puravid Parishad, 
“tna, p.288, 


3, 

DR. Patil, op.cit., p.430. 

Мара 

*! | ina Kosala 
ња Mishra, 1987, Sculptures of Dahala and Dakshina Kosala, 

Delhi, p.30. 


Agam Kala 
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, known from archaeological sources; 

MITAA oe Kayes Management, Volume 1, edited by p бее, 

of Indian kasome Mahapatra, Swati Publications, Delhi, р, ian 
vas 

à Ganguly, 1966, "Nothern India during the eleventh and twelfth c 

ib inue for Empire (second edition) edited by В. C, M 


Bharatiya Vidya Bhavan, Bombay, p.62. 


Ibid, p.63. 


В 5 Verma, 2002, 'Seals, Sealings & inscribed stone pieces from Antichak 
excavations’ ,Puraratna : Emerging trends in Archaeology, Art, Anthropo loo 
Conservation & History (In honour of J.P.Joshi), Volume II, Agam Kala 


Prakashan, Delhi, p.494. 
K.P.Jayaswal, 1934, "Kandaha Inscription of king Narasimhadeva of Mithila 


(Oinwar Dynasty), dated S. 1357(1435 AD)' in The Journal of The Bihar ang 
Orissa Research Society, Volume XX Part I, Patna, p.15-19. 


] 


ajumdar. 


. CP. Sinha, 1969, ‘Saharasa sa рата sangrahalaya ke prapt chari got durlabg 7 


prachin murti', Mithila Bharati, vol.l part 1-2, Patna, р.80-81. 


. MH. Kuraishi, 1931, List of Ancient Monuments Protected under Act VIllof = 


1904 in the province of Bihar and Orissa, Calcutta, p. 30. 2 


. В.Р. Sinha, 1999, Bharatiya Kala ko Bihar ki Den, (3% edition), Bihar ' 


Rastrabhasha Parishad, Patna, p.57. 


. M.M. Williams, 1986,4 Sanskrit English Dictionary(reprint), Motilal B 


Banarsidass, Delhi, p.548. 


. Indian Archaeology 1976-77-A Review, p.13. : 
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Pakauli, Vaishali 
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Р1.12.7-8. Image of V 


шрген "m 


Piprauliya, Darbhanga 
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Р1.12.9. Inscription of Kandaha, Saharsa 
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Р1.12.10. Image of Buddha, Checha r, Vaishali 
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1. Image of Tara and close-up of inscription, Dabhaichh, Vaishali 
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inscription, 


‚ Baruari, Supaul 


PL12.12. Image of Tara and close-up of 
Jaga 
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Museum 


ur 
P1.12.13. Image of Manasa, Muzaffarp 
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Р1.12.14. Inscription, Asokan pillar, Kolhua , Muzaffarpur, 


Muzaffarpur, 7" century AD 


ICT, Morton 
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ple SiS CIL оаа РР У ои 
P112.16. Aa. 
16.Inscription, Asokan pillar, Kolhua, Muzaffarpur, 5" century AD 
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